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various points through our glasses, during the next few weeks,
It all looked so peaceful, there was not a sign of a trench, wire,
nor a Turk, and we became enthusiastic and hopeful for a great
success. We could see numbers of beasts in the neighbouring
fields, which left us in no doubt as to the presence of plenty of
water, and our raiders had found a good well near Nibrunesi
Point. This was a great relief to us, as water at Ansac was a
ceaseless and haunting anxiety ; there was very little on shore,
and enormous quantities for men and beasts had to be brought
overseas from as far as Egypt or Malta to Mudros, and thence
by lighter to the shell-swept beaches.

When G.H.Q's draft of the plan arrived, the nth Division
was apparently to be divided equally between Suvla Bay and
the beach by Nibrunesi Point.   As it was considered inadvisable
to give the enemy any inkling that we had an eye on Suvla Bay,
boats could not be sent in to survey the approaches to the
beaches, and the Admiral told Sir Ian very definitely that he
could not guarantee a landing on a dark night in Suvk Bay,
However, Sir Ian attached the greatest importance to landing a
force to the northward of the entrance to the Salt Lake, which he
feared might be defended or impassable, and deky was un-
desirable;   it was necessary to occupy Kiretch Tepe Heights
before daylight, as they commanded the bay.   Of course the
Admiral thoroughly appreciated the importance of this, and
agreed   to   a  landing   in   the   desired   position,   remarking
optimistically that, provided the troops were prepared for a
long wade, he had no doubt that they would get on shore all
right.    So it was arranged, but to meet our views 7,000 troops
were to land south of Nibrunesi Point and 3,000 in Suvla Bay.
We would have greatly preferred to land a force on the northern
slopes of Kiretch Tepe, where they would only have had a short
climb to their objective.    We thought it quite a feasible opera-
tion, and one that had been actually carried out on zoth June
by a very enterprising reconnaissance of a small party of New
Zealanders, who landed there from a trawler after dark, and
struck right across the plain to the "W"  Hills and back
unmolested.   This party found good water on Kiretch Tepe.
We felt that a landing there on the lines of the " Y " Beach
landing, might be of great value;  but there wetre apparently
military objections to this.